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INTRODUCTION: 

WHAT CAN WE SAV ABOUT OPENINGS? 

With a few honourable exceptions, opening books are the best-selling chess books. 

The fascination with openings, with the magie remedy and the immediate solution, 

has loomed over us for the last few decades. Furthermore, with the rise of the inter­

net and material shared on social media, basic strategies for the first phase of a chess 

game have spread like wildfire across smartphones. In fact, in my experience as edi­

tor of the blog www.thezugzwangblog.com and director of the International Chess 

School www.thezugzwangmembers.com, few courses or articles have been as well 

received as those related to openings. 

As a brief aside, aimed at those players who have somewhat less experience in chess, 

1 would like to explain that chess openings are like the script of a film: they set the 

scene and determine the tone of the game. They are the initial phase of the game, 

where bath players develop their pieces, fight for control of the centre and prepare 

their strategy for the next phase: the middlegame. 

lf you are reading this book, it is because you have already played chess, probably 

on many occasions, and you have surely noticed that it is not the same to start with 

a random move as it is with a structured approach. You will also have noticed the 

psychological importance of finding yourself in familiar territory as opposed to an 

unexplored jungle. Openings are sequences of moves studied for centuries by grand­

masters and amateurs, designed to give you a good position from the start. A good 

position and also security. And security moves the world. 

There are many openings, each with its own character. Same are aggressive, such as 

the King's Gambit, where a pawn is sacrificed to attack from the outset. Others are 

solid and strategie, such as the Spanish Opening {Ruy Lopez), which prioritises the 

harmonious development of the pieces. There are also flexible options, such as the 

English Opening, where you can adapt according to your opponent's response. And, 

apart from all this, there are a huge number of transpositions that make openings 

even more complex. 

Transpositions in chess allow us to choose different paths to reach the same destina­

tion. lmagine you want to go to a city and you can choose between several routes. 

In chess, this happens when a game starts with one opening and, after a few moves, 

you reach a position typical of a different opening. This simply happens because 

the order of moves in chess is not always unique. Sometimes, players can change 

the order and end up with the same structure, the same pattern of play, but hav­

ing avoided some annoying responses from their opponent or taken them into less 

familiar territory. 
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